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The initial assessment of experts invited in the second Technical Working Group (TWG) last 
September 18, 2018 on the Tri-City Ferry System Initiative (TCFSI), showed that the Lingayen Gulf is 
navigable. Dir. Sonia Malaluan and Dir. Ramon Hernandez of Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) 
Central Office and Capt. Herbert Catapang of the National Mapping and Resource Information 
Authority (NAMRIA) noted that Lingayen Gulf has similar characteristics with Manila Bay. The three 
resource persons however emphasized that additional information on the conditions of the gulf like 
size of waves, depth, among others, need to be identified as these information are also needed in 
identifying the type of craft. 
 
Dir. Malaluan discussed the basic considerations in establishing the Ferry System which shall include 
the following: market, port infrastructure, technical aspects and communications plan. She challenged 
the TWG to come-up with an action plan along the above aspects to ensure a holistic approach. She 
lauded the RDC for ensuring an inter-agency approach and suggested lead agencies for each of the 
aspect. She expressed her agency’s support on the initiative. 
 
Dir. Hernandez on his part discussed the technical aspects in choosing the types of boats while 
Capt.Catapang discussed his initial assessment on the depth of the gulf especially the existing ports as 
well as other considerations that the TWG needs to look into such as security, light houses, among 
others. 
 
The three cities represented by EnP Eduardo A. Garcia (Alaminos), Engr. Josephine Corpuz (Dagupan 
City) and EnP Rizalina Cristobal (San Fernando City) shared the status of possible ports to be used as 
well as the plans to upgrade existing ports or to construct. 
 
The schedule of the sea trial being organized by the DOT will be announced later. 
 
NEDA 1, as the Chair of the Technical Working Group (TWG) on the Tri-City Ferry System Initiative 
(TCFSI), together with DOT 1 (Co-Chair), organized the second TWG Meeting. The meeting was also 
attended by MARINA Region 1, PPA and Coast Guard. 

Experts Give Green Light to Tri-City Ferry System Initiative 
By: EnP Richard Rivera 
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REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

Mayor Samuel B. Subangan, Jr. thanks the RDC-1 
for its support for the establishment of an 
Economic  Zone at Suyo, Ilocos Sur 

RDC-1 Officials headed by Chairperson Mayor Juan Carlo 
S. Medina of Vigan City confers resolution of thanks to 
the good Mayor Subangan for hosting the 4th quarter 
meeting of the RDC-1.

Ms. Divina Quemi, PSR-Cooperatives, as she reads 
the resolution of thanks to the good Mayor of Suyo, 
Ilocos Sur. 

RDC Officials: Mayor Juan Carlo S. Medina – RDC-1 
Chairperson (2nd from left), RD Nestor G. Rillon, ARD 
Donald James Gawe together with Mayor Subangan of 
Suyo, Ilocos Sur. 
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In time with the celebration of the Consumer 
Welfare Month, BSP La Union Regional Office (LURO) 
organized an Economic and Financial Learning 
Session on the topic “Consumer Protection” on 
October 25, 2018. Rene Carlo Joaquin Boot, Bank 
Officer IV of the Financial Consumer Protection, 
Department of Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas – Manila, 
discussed how the BSP protects the rights of 
financial consumers based on the standards of 
conduct – disclosure and transparency, protection of 
client information, fair treatment, financial 
education and awareness, and effective recourse. He 
also explained the Consumer Assistance Mechanism 
or the steps to be undertaken by the clients when 
filing complaints, inquiries or requests concerning 
BSP-supervised financial institutions. The 
participants were also reminded of the different 
types of frauds and scams occurring in the country. 
 
True to its purpose of spurring appreciation of 
economic and financial concepts and issues and 
stimulating intellectual discussions between the BSP 
and   its   stakeholders,   the   participants    took   the 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
opportunity to raise their queries which sparked 
discussions on relevant issues. The learning session 
was attended by 114 participants from the academe, 
financial institutions, government agencies, local 
government units and BSP LURO.  

 
 

NEWS and FEATURES 

Financial	consumers	learned	
how	to	be	protected	
By: Therese	Ethel	E.	Jularbal
BSP La Union Regional Office 
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In line with the celebration of the 2018 Economic and 
Financial Literacy Week (EFLW), the NEDA Regional 
Office 1 staged a talk show at the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas San Fernando City, La Union on November 20, 
2018. The discussions in the talk show revolved around 
issues and matters concerning financial literacy, 
Philippine national ID system, inflation, gross regional 
domestic product, and Ambisyon Natin 2040. 

During the discussions, Atty. Shiela O. De Guzman of the 
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) informed the body 
of the newly enacted law on national ID system or the 
Republic Act 11055 or known as “An Act establishing 
the Philippine Identification System (PhilSys).” She said 
that the PhilSys shall serve as foundational 
identification system to provide  a valid proof of 
identity for all citizens and resident aliens as means of 
simplifying public and private transactions; a social and 
economic platform which shall serve as the link in the 
promotion of seamless service delivery, enhancing 
administrative governance, reducing corruption, 
strengthening financial inclusion, and promoting ease 
of doing business. Although there were reactions from 
audience when she mentioned that the law is not 
mandatory, she remains very hopeful that everybody 
shall be covered if government and private institutions 
shall require said ID in all forms of transactions. 

Atty. Olive Cornejo and Ms. Malou Manaois of BSP 
Dagupan branch, enlightened participants on financial 
literacy. They emphasized the need to save in the banks 
for future purposes. They also encouraged participants 
to invest their money in reputable investment firms. 
They said that the BSP will be very willing to provide 
free lectures and discussion on their central banking 

 

 

and financial inclusion advocacies to schools and 
organizations in the region. 

Ms. Zenaida Garcillan of PSA also informed the body of 
the region’s economic performance and how it is 
connected to the national ID system. She said that the 
need for ID to transact with banks that entails financial 
inclusion that is closely linked with the region’s 
economy. She further emphasized that PSA Region 1 
estimates financial intermediation in the whole country 
and Region 1 grew by 7.0 percentage points. Financial 
intermediation covers banking institutions, non-
banking institutions, insurance and auxiliary. On 
inflation, she mentioned that the region reached a high 
inflation of 8.6 percent due to the volatility of some 
commodities such as fuel, rice, meat and fish. The 
excise tax on cigarettes and alcohol also contribute to 
high inflation rate. However, she said that inflation may 
ease in the following months due to some measures 
being established by the government. 

As a wrap-up, the discussions were closely related to 
the country’s Long Term Vision or Ambisyon	 Natin	
2040 of a Matatag,	Maginhawa	at	Panatag	na	Buhay 
para sa lahat. The event was hosted by Ms. Mila Abuan, 
Chairperson of Development Communications Support 
Committee of the Regional Development Council and 
Ms. Joanne Namnama Parrocha Dilim of the Philippine 
Information Agency. 

NEDA	stages	2018	EFLW	talkshow	
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Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) OIC – Chief 
Administrative Officer and RSC Vice Chairperson 
Atty. Sheila O. De Guzman during the closing 
ceremony of the 29th National Statistics Month on 
October 29 at the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas in San 
Fernando City, La Union. A cash award from the 
RDC-1 was also given to the winning province. 

In her message, Atty. De Guzman commended all 
LGUs for their continuous support to the annual 
staging of the NSM which promotes the importance 
of statistics in all sectors and elicit public 
participation in upgrading the standards and quality 
of statistics in the society. 

Secondary and tertiary students who represented 
the province prevailed over the 11 competition 
categories of the contested NSM events, including: 
oratorical contest, essay writing, poster and slogan 
making, statistics quiz and jingle making contest. 

Championship tilts of Pangasinan are as follows: 

 Poster-Slogan Making (Secondary and Tertiary): 
Angelo Joshua Pamo of Alaminos City National 
High School and Joe Alaizon Castillo of Panpacific 
University North Philippines Tayug. 

 Essay-Writing Contest (Secondary): Ceedrick 
John Viray Nunez of Alaminos NHS 

 Jingle-Making Contest (Secondary and Tertiary): 
Calasiao Comprehensive National High School 
and Kingfisher School of Business and Finance. 

 

Other winners include: oration	 (secondary	 &	
tertiary	 level) – Rovecel Margaux Radovan from 
Alaminos City NHS (2nd place) and Lea Joy S. 
Fernando from Pangasinan State University – 
Alaminos City (4th place), respectively; statistical	
quiz	contest	(secondary	&	tertiary	level) – Iramia 
Laza, Alyssa Mae Castillo and Marvin David Angelo 
Bullaga from Bayambang NHS (4th place) and 
Joanalen Cacatian, Renzo Sison and Ronald Paul 
Aragona from Kingfisher School of Business and 
Finance (2nd place), respectively;	 essay	 writing	
contest	 (tertiary	 level	and	employee	category) – 
Reika Mae Pascua from PSU – Alaminos City (2nd 
place) and Diana Rose C. Purganan from DepEd 
Alaminos City (4th place), respectively. 

It can be recalled that the province of Pangasinan 
has been cited as Best NSM province implementer 
for three consecutive years covering the following 
periods: 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2014, 2015, 2016 
following the successful conduct of provincial NSM 
celebration. The second regional NSM HOF of the 
province was conferred last year. 

This year’s 29th NSM celebration is anchored on the 
theme: “Exploring Philippine Wonders in Numbers: 
Statistics Toward Sustainable Tourism Development 
(“Pagtuklas sa Ganda ng Pilipinas sa Pamamagitan 
ng mga Numero Estadistika para sa Likas-Kayang 
Pag-unlad ng Turismo”). 
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Ilocos Sur assured its place belonging to the 263 LGUs 
that  received the Seal of Good Local Governance 
(SGLG) in 2018. This feat was achieved in the roster of 
top LGUs even as the Department of the Interior and 
Local Government (DILG) has raised the criteria for the 
award. 

“No need for words, this award wrapped up all of  our 
achievements in the total development of Ilocos Sur 
because we only want quality service for our fellow 
Ilocosurians, only the best of the best were given this 
recognition. With this award Ilocosurians are the true 
winners!” said Gov. Ryan Singson. 

The following were the number and percentage of 
passers: a) provinces – 17 out of 81 or 21%; b)  cities -  
39 out of 145 or 27%; c) municipalities –  207 out of 
1,489 or 14%. This year, Region 1 got the most SGLG 
awardees with 51 followed by Region III with 43 and 
Region IV-A with 24. 
 
 “Congratulations to the 2018 awardees for besting the 
‘all-in’ assessment criteria of SGLG. This is a testimony 
that LGUs in our country are continuously striving to 
improve the quality of service to the people,” DILG 
Secretary Eduardo Año said in a statement.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Sec. Año  specially  mentioned the province of Ilocos 
Sur that despite the devastation of Typhoon  Ompong, 
Gov. Singson  created a power house team who had 
exemplified extra-ordinary team work that earned the 
prestigious SGLG.  
 
Instead of using the previous assessment method called 
“4+1” where LGUs need to pass four core areas and one 
essential area, the department has required LGUs to 
pass in all the seven areas used  in the latest 
assessment. 
 
Aside from increasing the requirements, the 
department also imposed stricter rules on the seven 
governance areas, which cover financial 
administration; disaster preparedness, social 
protection; peace and order; business-friendliness, and 
competitiveness, environmental management, and 
tourism, culture and the arts. 
 
Governor Ryan stressed that the cash award will be 
allotted for the construction of school building of Santa 
Central School after it was burned down last October 
24, 2018.  
 
The SGLG awarding was held at the Tent City Manila 
Hotel on November 6, 2018. (www.ilocossur.gov.ph) 
 

 
 

Ilocos	Sur	bags	3rd SGLG	Award
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After two consecutive runner-up 
finishes, the Province of Ilocos Norte 
won first place in the 2018 Best 
Tourism-Oriented Local Government 
Unit (LGU) Category of the 13th 
Association of Tourism Officers in the 
Philippines and Department of Tourism 
(ATOP-DOT) Pearl Awards at the 
Limketkai Luxe Hotel, Cagayan de Oro 
City on October 5, 2018. 
 
The Pearl Awards for Best Tourism 
Practices of the Philippines was part of 
the ATOP National Convention, 
recognizing the efforts of LGUs towards 
the advancement of the country's 
tourism industry.  
 
"Since we started, we have accomplished 
the fundamental requirements for a 
well-functioning LGU in terms of 
tourism. We have legislations such as 
tourism, investment, cultural and environmental codes, 
and we have established permanent positions for local 
tourism officers," said Mr. Aian B. Raquel, provincial 
tourism officer and head of the Ilocos Norte Tourism 
Office (INTO). 
 
 "It's important that the executives have significant 
accomplishments in terms of administration and 
legislation," he added, recognizing the support of Ilocos 
Norte Governor Imee R. Marcos 
 
For years, the province has been keen on implementing 
strategies for the protection and conservation of 
cultural properties, including the establishment of new 
venues and platforms for local artists, and promotion of 
the province's cultural sites, products, and events. 
 
Finalists include the province of Samar and province of 
Davao del Norte, which won third and second place, 
respectively. 
 
IN's	pioneer	tourism	programs	recognized	
 
In particular, Pearl Awards' screening committee 
commended the INTO's Summer Tourism Program that 
immerses both the young and elderly as tour guides in 
different museums and churches in the province. "This 
is the first effort in the country, specifically in the 
tourism sector, that employs senior citizens as tour 

 
 
 
 

 
 guides in museums and churches. This is very special 
because it shows that our provincial policy on 
inclusivity is applied in that we employ very diverse 
demographics—from youth to senior citizens " Raquel 
said. 
 
Fees and rentals of government-owned tourist 
destinations such as the Kapurpurawan	rock formation, 
Malacañang of the North, Paseo	 de	 Paoay, La	
Tabacalera	Lifestyle Center, Cape Bojeador Lighthouse, 
and the Ilocano Heroes Hall all contribute to provincial 
revenue. Moreover, ATOP-DOT cited the Media 
Incentives Desk (MID), an initiative of Governor 
Marcos. MID pioneered film tourism in the province 
through an exchange of benefits and promotion 
coordinated among LGUs, private establishments, and 
production companies looking to film within Ilocos 
Norte. 
 
Last year, Artikulo Uno Productions, the maker of 
historical epic "Goyo: Ang Batang Heneral" filmed in the 
different municipalities of the province. Also, television 
series "Bagani," and several local and international 
travel magazine shows; cult classics "Himala," "Ang 
Panday," and "Temptation Island" have also used Ilocos 
Norte as a shoot location over the years. 

 

Ilocos	Norte	tops	2018	Best	Tourism‐Oriented	LGU

NEWS and FEATURES 
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The Province of Pangasinan, led by Governor Amado I. 
Espino, III received the Hall of Fame award from the 
Department of Agriculture for having won the Quality 
Corn Achievers Award for the last three consecutive 
years in 2016, 2017 and 2018. 

The event, keynoted by Senator Cynthia Villar, was held 
on November 15 at D’ Leonor Inland Resort in Davao 
City. 

As a hall of fame awardee, the province received a P5 
million cash prize which, according Espino will be used 
to further boost the corn industry in the province to 
ensure bountiful harvest of corn farmers. 

The other provinces which also received the Achievers’ 
Awards were: Zamboanga del Sur (also a Hall of 
Famer), Cagayan, Agusan del Sur and Bukidnon. 

Two municipalities from Pangasinan were also  Hall of 
Famers on Quality Corn Achievers award, namely: Sto. 
Tomas and Alcala. 

Board Member Liberato Z. Villegas, committee 
chairman on Agriculture and Agrarian Reform and 
Provincial Agriculturist Dalisay Moya, also a recipient 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of the Hall of Fame Award as an outstanding Provincial 
Agriculturist joined Governor Espino in the awarding. 

Other awardees from Pangasinan, include: 

Outstanding Provincial Corn Coordinator 
– Venancio B. Valeroso (Hall of Famer) 

Outstanding Municipal/City Agriculturist 
– Chrisanto G. Balila (Sto. Tomas) 
– Edgardo G. Tugas (Hall of Famer, Alcala) 

Outstanding Municipal/City Corn Coordinators 
– Ramil R. Bustamante (Sto. Tomas) 
– Elizabeth B. Tubera (Hall of Famer, Alcala) 

Outstanding Agricultural Extension Workers 
– Johnathan D. Dominguez (Hall of Famer, San Nicolas) 
– Zosima G. Belmonte (San Quintin) 
– Alicia S. Noche (Sta. Barbara) 
– Enrique J. Manaois, Jr. (Balungao) 

Pangasinan earlier bagged the Hall of Fame Rice 
Achievers Award in 2015 after successively winning 
the national contest in year’s 2012,2013 and 2014. 
(PIO) 

NEWS and FEATURES 

Pangasinan	receives	Hall	of	Fame	Award	for	
quality	corn	production	

By; PGPang-PIO 
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Anduyan	Bridge,	Aringay‐Tubao	Alternate	Road	Inaugurated

NEWS and FEATURES 

By: Emille Martinez, GPC-PEO 

The 360 lineal meter Anduyan Bridge along Anduyan-Rizal-San Pascual-Nangalesan-Asin Road in Tubao, La 
Union and the 14.24km Aringay-Tubao Alternate Route leading to Asin Hot Spring and Baguio City were 
inaugurated on November 26, 2018. 
 
The inauguration was attended by the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) Secretary Mark A. 
Villar, DPWH Region 1 Director Ronnel M. Tan, Department of Tourism (DOT) Region 1 Director Martin S. 
Valera, Municipal Mayor of Tubao, La Union Hon. Dante S. Garcia, Barangay Officials  and residents of Tubao, La 
Union. 
 
Gov. Francisco Emmanuel ”Pacoy” R. Ortega III, represented by Provincial Engineer Elizabeth P. Sias, 
emphasized the roles of the projects for the progress and development of the province saying, “The 
construction of the Aringay-Tubao Alternate Road and the Anduyan Bridge further reinforces the crucial role of 
La Union as an administrative, economic and commercial center in North Luzon.” 
 
The project construction started on May 22, 2015 and was completed on May 31, 2018 with a total cost of 
almost Php494M.  These projects will benefit 4,008 motorists per day and lessen traffic congestion along Agoo-
Baguio City Road. 
 
The Anduyan Bridge and the Aringay-Tubao Alternate Route will also reduce travel time from two hours to 35 
minutes contributing to the vision of the Province of La Union to become “The Heart of Agri-Tourism in 
Northern Luzon by 2025,” by attracting more investors and tourists to visit La Union for tourism, investment 
and leisure. 
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DPWH  Secretary  Mark  A. 
Villar  formally  opened  two 
major  infrastructure 
projects  in  the  province  of 
La  Union  on  November  26, 
2018.  The  Aringay‐Tubao 
alternate road and Anduyan 
Bridge  will  reduce  travel 
time  from  Tubao,  La  Union 
to  Asin  Hot  Spring,  Tuba, 
Benguet  fro  2  hours    to  35 
minutes  and  travel  time 
from  Tubao  to  Baguio  City 
from 2 hours 25 minutes  to 
1 hour. 
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